


SECTION 15.5 SIGNS BY TYPE

Any request for sign permits within the CBD zone shall be submitted 1o the Fort Thomas
Design Review Board. The color. materials, support structure and appearance of signs in
the CBD will be controlled by the Design Review Board through their regular review
process.

Any sign not previously approved by the Design Review Board will be considered
nonconforming as of the enactment of this Ordinance until found to be appropriate by
subsequent action of the Design Review Board. All non-conforming signs will be subject
to Section 15-6. Two of any of the following signs types shall be permitted per building
or use, as defined herein. One sign type may be chosen as the “primary” sign and a
different sign type shall be chosen for the “secondary™ sign. Primary signs shall conform
to the size requirements stated herein by sign type. and associated “secondary signs shall
not exceed 1/4 the size of the chosen primary sign and shall not exceed the maximum size
as stated by sign type. Additionally. corner lots shall be permitted an additional sign. (of
any Type). not to exceed 1/3 the size of the primary sign or the maximum size as stated
by sign type.

B. FREE STANDING SIGNS

6. Digital Signage — schools only

An_electronic message sign in lieu of a bulletin board is permitted for a school. but

subject to the following additional restrictions when permitted in a residential zoning

distriet.

a. [he sign shall not exceed 40 sf or 10 ft. in height tvpical to a monument tvpe

b. The operation of said sign shall be limited to the hours between 6:00 A.M. and
11:00 P.M.. Sunday through Saturday.

¢.  The sign shall not glare into adjacent properties used for residential purposes.

d. The sign shall be no closer than 3 ft. to any propertv line.

¢.  The sign shall be landscaped in accordance with Section 9.17.

I Any sign using electronic technology for changeable copy message boards which

malfunctions, fails, or ceases 1o operate in its usual or normal programmed

manner causing motion, movement, flashing or any other similar effects, shall be

repaired or disconnected within 24 hours by the owner or operator of such sign.

g. Maximum sign area per sign side. limit 2 sides. is 75% of the permined total of

monument signage per side.
h. No message, graphic, display or part thereof shall be visible for less than ten (10)

seconds. During such interval, the entire message. graphic or display shall not be

9



or visibly changing in any other manner. Maximum brightness levels for variable

message signs shall not exceed twelve (12) foot-candles, measured from the

nearest point of any highway or public road. All such signs shall be equipped

with a dimmer control and a photo cell which shall constantly monitor ambient

light conditions and adjust brightness accordinglv.

i. The displav change interval, which is defined as the time period between when

one message, graphic or displav becomes illegible and the next message graphic

or displav first reaches legibility, shall be 3 seconds or less.

Paul Drury and Tom Fisher were present representing the applicant, St. Thomas School. Mr.
Fisher stated that St. Thomas School received a generous donation to fund the replacement of the schools
sign.  They would like to replace the existing sign with an electronic messaging sign, The existing
monument sign requires time and resources of school staff to manually change the information on the
sign.

In determining the feasibility of an electronic sign, Mr. Drury stated that they researched Zoning
Ordinances of several other Northern Kentucky cities, worked with City staff and also the Design Review
Board to drafi text that would allow for the restrictive use of digital signs in order to reduce the impact on
neighboring residences.

Paul Drury. 30 Tremont Avenue, introduced himself. Mr. Drury stated that the digital sign which
St. Thomas School is proposing. will utilize the existing monument portion of their sign and the proposed
new sign size has been reduced to 40 square feet from its current 48 square feet resulting in a sign that is
more compliant with the Zoning Ordinance. There are no single family homes in the immediate area of
St. Thomas School which would be affected by this type of sign. Landscaping would be added around
the sign which they have not been able to do around their current sign due to the way the sign must be
accessed in order 1o change the message.

Mr. Tinkler asked for clarification on the dimensions of the electronic messaging portion of the
proposed sign. Mr. Fisher explained that the proposed sign is a total of 40 square feet. This includes the
portion of the sign that reads “St. Thomas School™ as well as the electronic messaging portion of the sign
which is 25 square feet of the overall 40 square feet. Therefore, they are requesting an amendment to the
current zoning ordinance to allow the use of digital signs at public and parochial schools.

The chair opened the floor for public comment at this time.

Matt Hollenkamp. administrator at St. Thomas School. stated that the school is very much in
favor of this text amendment,

Discussion continued regarding the wording of the proposed text. The following revisions were

made 1o the proposed text submitted by St. Thomas School:



I Section 10.(2-9).A.2.b.]1 — Remove proposed text from these sections as deemed unnecessary.

2. Section |5.5.B.6 — Remove “schools only™ and replace with “R-14A, R-1A4, R-1B, R-1C,
R-1D, R-2, R-3, R-5, RCD"

wl

Section 13.3.B.6. first paragraph — Revise sentence to read “An electronic message sign in lieu of
a bulletin board is permitted for a public or parochial school in a residential zone but subject 10
the following additional restrictions when permitted in a residential zoning district.

4. Section 15.5.B.6.a. — Revise sentence to read “The entire sign shall not exceed 40 sf per side or
10 fi. in height typical to a4 monument type sign”

5. Section 15.5.B.6.g. — Revise sentence to read “Maximum digiral sign area per sign side. limit 2
sides. is 75% of the permitted total of monument signage per side.

With no further discussion and the applicant in agreement to the revisions, a motion was made by
Jerry Noran and seconded by Dan Gorman to approve the above revisions to the Official Zoning

Ordinance and to make a recommendation to City Council tor approval. Maotion carried 6-0.

Adjournment
With no further business to address. a motion was made by Jerry Noran and seconded Dan Fehler

to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 P.M. Motion carried 6-0,

Approved:

Dan Fehler, Chair

Secretary:

Dave Wormald






Maximum digital sign area per sign side, limit 2 sides. is 75% of the permitted total

=

of monument signage per side.

h. No message. graphic. display or part thereof shall be visible for less than ten (10)

seconds. During such interval. the entire message. graphic or display shall not be

moving. flashing. Scintillating. animating, nor changing in color or light intensity or

visibly changing in anv other manner. Maximum brightness levels for variable

message signs shall not exceed twelve (12) foot-candles, measured from the nearest

point of any highway or public road. All such signs shall be equipped with a dimmer

control and a photo cell which shall constantly monitor ambient light conditions and

adjust brightness accordingly.

1. The display change interval, which is defined as the time period between when one

message, graphic or display becomes illegible and the next message graphic or display

first reaches legibility. shall be 3 seconds or less.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE FORT THOMAS PLANNING
COMMISSION recommends that the Board of Council of the City of Fort Thomas, Kentucky approve and
adopt said text amendment.

APPROVED:

Dan Fehler. Chairman
Adopted: December 18,2017

Altest:

David Wormald. Secretary



Proposed Changes to the City of Ft. Thomas Zoning Ordinance — 9.25,2017

(Proposed New Text underiined).

SECTION 10.2 RESIDENTIAL-1AA ZONE (R-1AA)
A. USES PERMITTED:
1. Single family dwellings;

2. The following are permitted uses; however, they must meet the requirements of conditional uses as
defined in Paragraph (E):

a. Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, and community recreational centers;
b. Public and parochial schools; (for 10.(2-9).A.2.b.1)

i. Digital Signage permitted subject to Section 15.5.B.6

c. Governmental offices and accessory uses.

SECTION 15.5 SIGNS BY TYPE

Any request far sign permits within the CBD zone shall be submitted to the Fort Thomas Design Review
Board. The color, materials, support structure and appearance of signs in the CBD will be controlled by
the Design Review Board through their regular review process.

Any sign not previously approved by the Design Review Board will be considered nonconforming as of
the enactment of this Ordinance until found to be appropriate by subsequent action of the Design
Review Board. All non-conforming signs will be subject to Section 15-6. Two of any of the following
signs types shall be permitted per building or use, as defined herein. One sign type may be chosen as the
“orimary” sign and a different sign type shall be chosen for the “secondary” sign. Primary signs shall
conform to the size requirements stated herein by sign type, and associated “secondary signs shall not
exceed 1/4 the size of the chosen primary sign and shall not exceed the maximum size as stated by sign
type. Additionally, corner lots shall be permitted an additional sign, (of any Type), not to exceed 1/3 the
size of the primary sign or the maximum size as stated by sign type.

B. FREE STANDING SIGNS

6. Digital Signage — schools only

An electronic message sign in lieu of a bulletin board is permitted for a school, but subject to the following
additional restrictions when permitted in a residential zoning district.

a. The sign shall not exceed 40 sf or 10 ft. in height typical to a monument type sign.

b_The sign shall operate between8a.m. and 11 p.m.

c_The sign shall not glare into adjacent properties used for residential purposes.

d_The sign shall be no closer than 5 ft. to any property line.







