
PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESE 

:VU UTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
FORT THOMAS PLA ING COMMlSSJON 

HELD AT THE CITY BUILDING 
ON WED 'ESDA Y. NOVEMBER 15, 201 7 

6:30 P.M. 

Dan Fehler. Chaim1an 
Dan Gorman. Vice Chairman 
Dave Wonnald. Secretaf") 
Jerry Nonm 
Larry Schultz 
Hans Tinkler 

Tim Michel 

Ke, in Barbian. Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator 
Julit.' Rice. Administrative Assistant 
Jann eidenfaden. Cit:- Anorne)' 

Minutes - Octobrr 18, 2017 

Mcmbt:r<; rev ie,~ ed the minutes of the October 18. 2017 meeting. A motion w11s made by Hans 

Tin!..lcr and seconded b) Dave Wormald to approve the minutes a presented. Motion carried 5-0. Mr. 

uran arrived follo,, ing the apprO\al of the minutes. 

7:00 Public Hearing 
ProposeJ Tc:xt Amendment to Permit 
the Use or Digirnl Signage at chools. 
Tom l· i her and Paul Dnir) . Applicants 
of fkhal r of Sc. Thomas School 

Ke\ in 13arbian reported tJiat St. Thomas School has submitted an application for a text 

amendment which would penni1 the use of digital signs for public and parochial schools in residential 

zoning di tricb. 

The applicant submitted the following propostld te-:-.1 change under ection l 5.5 ""Signs By Type'· 

of the Ollicial Zoning Ordinance: 

. ECTION 10.2 RE IDEJ\:TIAL-IAALO E(R- I AA) 

A. U~ E PER,vll I n=o: 
I . Single family d"elling:,; 
1 fhe fol l O\\ ing are permitted uses; ho\\ e, e.:r. the) must meet the requirements of conditional 

uses as defined in Paragraph ( E): 
a. Pubftcl~ o" ned find/or operated parks. pla) grounds. and com mu nit) recreational centers: 
b. Publil: and parochial school!,: ( for I 0.(2-9).A.:2.b. I) 

i. Digital Sign11g,e permitted subject to Section ) 5.5.13.6 
c. Governmental offices and accessory uses. 



SfCTIO 15.5 Sl(i SHY TYPE 
1\11) request for sign permits within the CBD zone shall be submined to the Fon Thomas. 
Design Re\'ie\\ Board. The color. materials. ·uppon strncture and appearance of signs in 
the CBD will be controlled by the Design Review Board through their regular review 
process. 
An) ign not previously appro\ed b) the De ign Reviev. Board ,, ill be considered 
nonconfonning as of the enactment of rhi:, Ordinance until found to be appropriate b) 
suh~equent action of the Design Review Board. All non-conforming signs will be subject 
to ection 15-6. Two of any of the following signs types shall be permined per building 
or use. as defined herein. One sign I) pe may be chosen as the ··primary'' sign aJJd a 
difforem sign L)pe shall be chosen for the "secondary" sign. Primary signs shall confonn 
to the size rcqLiiremen1s stated herein by sign type. and associated .. secondary signs shall 
1101 e.,ceed I /4 the :,izc of the chosen primal) sign and shall not exceed the maximum size 
a:, :,lated b} ,ign l}pt'. Additionall) . comer lots ~hall be permitted an addit ional sign. (of 
1my T)-pc;>). not lo exceed 1/3 the i/c of the primary sign or the maximum size as stated 
b) sign t) pe. 

8. FREI:. STA~Dl G SIG)I 

6. Dit1.ital Signa~e - schools only 

An electronic messauc sign in lieu of a bulletin board is permined for a school. but 

subject w the following additional restrictions when permined in a residential zoning 

Ji-;trict. 

a. I he :,i1m :,hall not exceed -rn sf or IO ft. in height rvpical 10 a monume111 type 

sign. 

b. The operation of said sign shall be limited to the hours between 6:00 A.M. and 

11 :00 P.M.. unda\ through . aturda\ . 

c. Thi! sign shall not glare into adjacent properties used for residential purposes. 

d. The sign sha ll be no closer than 5 ft. to any propertv l ine. 

e. The sign shall be landscaped in accordance with Section 9.17. 

r. An, sign using electronic technolot!.y for changeable copv message boards which 

malfunc1io11:,, fai ls. or cea t'~ 10 operate in i1s usual or normal progranuned 

manner causing motion. movement, nashing or any other simi lar effects. shall be 

repaired or disconnected within 24 hours bv the owner or operator of such sign. 

g. \ilaximum sign area per sign side. limit 2 sides. 1~ 75% of the permined total or 

monument signage per side. 

h. No messaue, graphic, display or pan thereof shall be visible for less than lt.:n ( I 0) 

)econd!.. During such inten al, the entire message, graphic or displav shall not be 

moving. fla~hing. Scintillating, animating. nor changing in color or light intensiry 
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or visiblv changing in any other manner. Maximum brightness levels for variable 

message signs shal I not exceed twelve ( 12) foot-candles, measured from the 

nearest point of anv highway or public road. All such signs shall be equipped 

with a dimmer control and a photo cell which shall constantly monitor ambienr 

light conditions and adjust brightness according:lv. 

i. The displav change interval, ,~ h ich is defined as the time period between when 

one mes~age. graphic or displav becomes illegible and the next message graphic 

or displa\ first reaches legibilitv. shall be J seconds or less. 

Paul Drury and Tom fisher were present representing the applicant. St. Thomas School. Mr. 

risher stated that St. Thomas School received a generous donation to fund the replacement of the schools 

sign. They wou ld like to replace the existing sign wirh an electronic messaging sign. The existing 

rnonumem sign requires t ime and resources of school staff 10 manually cluuige the information on the 

sign. 

In determining the feasibility of an electronic sign. Mr. Drury stated that tJ1ey researched Zoning 

Ordinances llf ~evernl other Northern Kenrncky cities. worked ,, ith City staff ttnd also the Design Review 

H,,:ml lo draft text that ,._,ould allo,~ for the restrictive use of digital signs in order to reduce rhe impact on 

neighboring residences. 

Paul Dru0. 30 Tremont Avenue, introduced himself. Mr. Drury stated that the digital sign which 

St. Thomas School is proposing. will utilize the existing monument portion of their sign and the proposed 

new sign size has been reduced to 40 square feet from its currelll 48 square feet rcsulling in a sign that is 

more compliant with the Zoning Ordinance. There are no single family homes in the immediate area of 

St . Thomas School I hich \\0tild be affected by this type of sign. Landscaping would be added around 

1he ,;ign which the::, have not been able to do around their current sign due to the way the sign must be 

acce5sed 111 order to change the message. 

Mr. Tinkler asked for clarification on the dimensions of the electronic messaging portion of the 

proposed sign. Mr. Fisher explained that the proposed sign is a total of 40 square feet. This includes the 

portion of the sign that reads ·'St. Thomas School'' as well as the electronic messaging portion of the sign 

½•hich is 25 square feet or the overall 40 square feet. Therefore, they are requesting. an amendment to the 

current zoning ordinance to iillow the use of digital signs at public and parochial schools. 

fhe chair opened the floor for public comment at this time. 

Miin Hollenkamp. administrator at St. Thomas School. stated that the school is very much in 

f~1, \..l r of' this text amendment. 

Discussion continued regarding the wording of the proposed text. The following revisions were 

made 10 the proposed text submit1cd by St. Thomas School: 
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I . Section l 0.(2-9).A.2.b. I - Remove propo ed texr from rhese sections as deemed unnecessary. 

2. Section 15.5.B.6 - Remove "schools only'· and replace with "R- JAA, R- LA, R-1B, R-IC, 
R- ID, R-2. R-J, R-5, RCD' ' 

1. Section 15.5.8.6. first paragraph - Revise sentence tO read .. An electronic message si!?.n in lieu of 
a bulletin board is pem1itted for a public or parochial school i11 a residential zone but subject to 
the following additional restrictions when permitted in a residentiaJ zoning districr. 

4. Section 15.5 .B.6.a. - Revise sentence to read ·'The entire sign shall not exceed 40 sf per .\'itle or 
l Oft. in hei11.ht tvpical to a monument type si1:1.n" 

5. Section 15.5.B.6.g. - Revise sentence to read "Maximum digital sign area per sign side. limit 2 
sides. is 75% of the permitted total of monument signage per side. 

With no further discussion and the applicant in agreement to the revisions. a motion was made by 

krr~ Noran and seconded by Oan Gorman to approve the above revisions to the Official Zoning 

Urdinance and to make a recommendation co Ciry Council for approval. Motion carried 6-0. 

Ad journment 

With no fu11her business to address. a motion was made by Jerry oran and seconded Dan Fehler 

to adjourn the meeting a1 7:30 P.M. Motion carried 6-0. 

Approved: _____________ _ 
Dan Fehler, Chair 

'>ecrctal) : _____________ _ 
Dave Wormald 



FINDINGS OF FACT & RESOLUTION NO. Z-04-2017 

A RESOLUTION OF' THE FORT THOMAS PLANNING COMMJ.SISON RECOMMENDING TO 
TH£ BOARD OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY, THAT THE TEXT 
OF TH£ OFfi'lClAL ZON ING ORDlNA~CE OF THE CITY OF FORT THOMAS, KENTUCKY BE 
AMEt OED TO INCLUDE THE USE OF ELECTRONIC MESSAGE SIGNAGE IN LIEU OF A 
B ULLETIN BOARD FOR A PUBLIC OR PAROCIDAL SCHOOL IN A RESIDENTIAL ZONING 
DISTRICT (R-l AA, R-lA, R-lB, R-lC, R-10, R-2, R-3, R-5, RCD) UNDER ARTICLE X, ''ZONE 
REQULATTONS'', SF.CTTO. ' 15.5 "SIG S BY TYPE", SUBSECTION (B) FREE STAl'il)fNG SIGNS, 
BE APPROVED. 

WHEREA . t. Thomas School initiated a request to amend the cext of the Official Zoning Ordinance 
of the City of Fo11 Thomas. Kentucky under Article X, Section 15.5, (B) Free Standing Signs: and 

WHEREAS, said ce:-a amendment wi ll pennit rhe use of electTOnic message signage in lieu ofa bullet.in 
board for a public or parochiAI school in Residential zoning districrs; and 

wr IEREAS. the Fort Thonrns Planning Commission held a public hearing on said text amendment 
which,, as properly advertised and held on Wednesday. ·o,•ember I 5, 2017; and 

WHEREAS. t11e Fon Thomas Planning Commission has received and reviewed all exhibits presented 
including the proposed text amendment permitting the use of electronic message signs in residential zoning 
distriL:t~ as conrnined in the Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Fort Thomas under Anicle X. Section 
15.5 (8) Free Standing Signs; and 

the te.xt: 

WHEREAS. the ForLThomas Planning Commission herehy recommends the following Amendment to 

6. Digital Signa!!c - R-I AA, R-I A. R- I B. R-1 C. R-1 D. R-2, R-3, R-5. RCD 

An electronic message sign in lieu of a bulletin board is permitted for a public or parochial 

school in a residential zone. but subiect to the following additional restrictions when permitteQ 

in a residential zoning district. 

a. The entire sign shall nol e.xceed 40 sf per side or IO ft. in height lYpical 10 a monument 

tvpe sign. 

b. The operation of said sign shall be limited to the hours between 6:00 J\.M. and I l:00 

P.M .. Sunday through Saturdav. 

c. The sign shall not glare into adjacent prope11ies used for residentiAI purposes. 

d. The sign shall be no closer than S ft. to anv property line. 

e. The sign shall be landscaped in accordance with Section 9.17. 

r. Anv sign using electronic technologv for changeable copv message boards which 

malfunction~, fails. or ceases to operate in its usual or normal programmed manner 

causing motion. movement. nashing or anv other similar eftects. sha ll be repaired or 

di5conncc1cd within 24 hours by the owner or operator of such sign. 



g. Maximum digital sign area per sign side. limit 2 sides. is 75% of the permitted total 

of monument si1.,rnage per side. 

h. No message. graphic. displav or pan thereof shall be visible for less than ten ( l 0) 

econds. Durine. such interval. the entire message, graphic or displav shall not be 

moving. flashing. Scinti llating. animatimi, nor changing in color or light intensitv or 

visibly changinl! in anv other manner. Maximum brightness levels for variable 

message signs shall not exceed twelve ( 12) foot-candles, measured from the nearest 

point of any highway or public road. All such signs shall be equipped with a dimmer 

control and a photo cell which shall constantlv monitor ambient ligJn conditions and 

adjust brightness accordinglv. 

1. The display change interval, which is defined as the time period between when one 

message. 2raphic or display becomes illegible and the next message graphic or displav 

first reaches legibilit\. shall be 3 seconds or less. 

:--.iow. T HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE FORT THOMAS PLA fNI G 
COMMTSSION recommends that the Board of Counci l of the City of Fort Thomas. Kentucky approve and 
adopt said text amendment. 

APPROVED : 

Dan Fehler. Chairman 

Adopted: Decern ber 18, 2017 

A n est: ----------- ----
David Wormald. Secretary 



Proposed Changes to the City of Ft. Thomas Zoning Ordinance - 9.25.2017 

(Proposed New Text underlined). 

SECTION 10,2 RESIDENTIAL-lAA ZONE (R-lAA) 

A. USES PERMITTED: 

1. Single family dwellings; 

2. The following are permitted uses; however, they must meet the requirements of conditional uses as 

defined tn Paragraph (E): 

a. Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, and community recreational centers; 

b. Public and parochial schools; (for 10.(2-9).A.2.b.l) 

i. Digital S1gnage permitted subject to Section 15.5.B.6 

c. Governmental offices and accessory uses. 

SECTION 15.5 SIGNS BY TYPE 

Any request for sign permits within the CBD zone shall be submitted to the Fort Thomas Design Review 

Board. The color, materials, support st ructure and appearance of signs in the CBD w ill be controlled by 

the Design Review Board through their regular review process. 

Any sign not previously approved by the Design Review Board will be considered nonconforming as of 
the enactment of this Ordinance until found to be appropriate by subsequent action of the Design 
Review Board. All non-conforming signs will be subject to Section 15-6. Two of any of the following 

signs types shall be permitted per building or use, as defined herein. One sign type may be chosen as the 

"primary" sign and a different sign type shall be chosen for the "secondary" sign. Primary signs shall 

conform to the size requirements stated herein by sign type, and associated "secondary signs shall not 

exceed 1/ 4 the size of the chosen primary sign and shall not exceed the maximum size as stated by sign 

type Addit ionally, corner lots shall be permitted an additional sign, (of any Type), not to exceed 1/3 the 

size of the primary sign or the maximum size as stated by sign type. 

B. FREE STANDING SIGNS 

6. Digital Signage - schools only 

An electronic message sign 1n lieu of a bulletin board 1s permitted for a school. but sub1ect to the fol lowing 
additional restricuons when permitted in a residential zoning district 

a. The sign shall not exceed 40 sf or 10 ft. in height typical to a monument type sign. 

b The sign shall operate between 6 a.m and 11 p.m. 

c The sign shall not glare into adjacent properties used for residential purposes 

d The sign shall be no closer than 5 ft. to any property line. 



e. The sign shall be landscaped. 

f. Any sign using electronic technology for changeable copy message boards which malfunctions. fails, or 
ceases to operate in its usual or normal programmed manner causing motion. movement. flashing or any 
other similar effects, shall be repaired or disconnected within 24 hours by the owner or operator of such 
sign. 

g Maximum sign area per sign side. limit 2 sides, is 75% of the permitted total of monument signage per 
side 

h No message. graphic. display or part thereof shall be visible for less than ten (10) seconds. During 
such interval. the entire message, graphic or display shall not be moving, flashing. Scintillating. animating, 
nor changing in color or light intensity or visibly changing in any other manner. Maximum brightness 
levels for variable message signs shall not exceed twelve (12) foot-candles, measured from the nearest 
point of any highway or public road. All such signs shall be equipped with a dimmer control and a photo 
cell which shall constantly monitor ambient light conditions and adIust brightness accordingly. 

1 The display change interval. which is defined as the time period between when one message, graphic 
or display becomes illegible and the next message graphic or display first reaches legibility. shall be 3 
seconds or less. 


